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GIFT OF LIFE 


Famous people boast no greater fame, 

No history has a greater claim, 

Than the majestic name of Sepharadim, 

Their graves are crowned with glory, 

And we are glad to tell the story. 
Rusin M. Hanan 


Allen County Public Library 
900 Webster Street 

PO Box 2270 

Fort Wayne, IN 46801-2270 


THE EDITOR 


No generation of Americans can really understand the problems and hopes 
of their fathers and mothers. Yet it is important that all new generations know 
their heritage, lest they lose their appreciation for the aspirations which have 
made America a great nation. I, therefore, dedicate this book to the future 
generations of Etz-Ahayem Congregation with the hope that these generations 
may find within its pages the inspiration to dwell in the spirit of the founding 
fathers. 

Rubin Morris Hanan 
copyright 1962, 
author reserves all rights 


We feel that the generous and warm-hearted deeds of Mr. Don Martin 
should not go unnoticed by the Congregation. 


PREFACE 


This book of the history of Etz Ahayem Sephardic Congregation of Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, was written with two basic considerations in mind. The 
first was to preserve as closely as possible the traditions and customs of the 
pioneering fathers, but an even more important aim was to present this ma- 
terial in such a way that this generation and those to come could see and 
appreciate the sacrifices and gallantry the Spanish-speaking Turkish-Jewish 
settlers demonstrated in building a new life for themselves and for their 
families. 

Today, on large, sloping grounds in the prosperous Normandale section of 
Montgomery stands a stone monument to Mr. Ralph Cohen and the other pio- 
neers who came to this city to find opportunity and freedom. This Temple— 
the new worship place of the membership of Etz Ahayem—is a monument to 
the people of Montgomery of all faiths who held out their hands in friendship 
and cooperation to help these people from a strange country, these people with 
a strange new concept of Judaism, to become good and useful citizens of the 
United States. 

In these pages which follow, it is the intention of the author to tell the 
story of the Spanish-speaking Turkish-Jewish people in Montgomery. In no 
other city in this land has a group of people become so very much a part of 
the community and the affairs of the community. 

The probate records in Mobile County, Alabama, reveal that certain prop- 
erty was sold on July 9, 1765, to Samuel Isracl, Alexander Solomon and Joseph 
Depalacios, all Sephardic Jews. The next mention of Jews in Alabama occurs 
in records of 1776, or eleven years after the French colony was ceded to 
Great Britain, when one of the charges was made against Major Farmer, the 
then British Governor of Mobile, for sending flour belonging to the King of 
New Orleans and selling, or attempting to sell it there, by means of one 
Depalacios, a Jew. 

Abraham Mordecaii, history recorded to be the first White American Citi- 
zen to settle in Montgomery County, who established a trading post. In 1804, 
a little below the junction of the Coosa and Tallapoosa rivers in Montgomery 
County. Mordecaii established the first cotton gin in th e state of Alabama. 
He lived the last years of his life in an Indian hut, in the outskirts of Dudly- 
ville, Tallapoosa Countl. 


The story of the Spanish Jew in Montgomery is the story of his Temple— 
Etz Ahayem. 

The first Sephardic Jew to be recorded in the pages of Montgomery history 
was Judah Phillip Benjamin, who was n politieal figure during: the Civil War. 
Mr. Benjamin was born in 1811 of a Spanish-Jewish family with an old cul- 
tural tradition. Mr. Benjamin was reared in Wilmington and Fayetteville, 
North Carolina, and in Charleston, South Carolina, and received a college edu- 
caiton at Yale. Appointed Attorney General of the Confederacy in February, 
1861, he was put at the head of the War Department the following September 
and worked prodigiously to prepare for the great northern offensive of the 
following year. Promoted to Secretary of State in March, 1862, he became 
President Jefferson Davis’ ‘Chief Reliance Among Men” until the end of the 
Civil War. 

Although the names of other members of the Spanish-Jewish community 
are not to be found in the official history of Montgomery, their presence and 
contributions are important in their own way and therefore worthy of note. 

Grateful acknowledgment is made to Mr. Simon R. Franco, Mr. Ephraim 
Toranto, Mr. Rubin Piha, the late Mr. Sam Beton, Mr. David Franco, Mrs. 
Leah Beton, Mrs. Boly Avzaradel, the Probate Judge’s office of Montgomery 
County, The Montgomery Advertiser, and the Alabama Archives of History 
Library for the materials furnished for this work. 

The author regrets he is unable to list all of the names and activities of 
the membership and the Congregation, due to the lack of Congregational and 
Sisterhood records and minutes, prior to 1954. 

The author wishes to express his warm appreciation to Dr. and Mrs. Gordon 
T. Chappel of Huntingon College, Dr. R. F. Futrell, War College, to my son, 
Lewis Hanan, Mrs. Paul Weiss, for their reading of the manuscript and help- 
ful suggestions. 

The Author 


OUR HERITAGE 
By Lt. Col. Rubin Morris Hanan 


Now that half a century has passed, the Congregants pause to take a 
backward look to review events and achievements and to rededicate them- 
selves to the future of the Congregation and of the Sephardic Community 
of Montgomery, Alabama. 

Like the people of all faiths, the Sephardic-Jewish people of Montgomery 
have made a contribution to the general and remarkable progress and success 
of the social, cultural, physical, and religious growth of the community. They 
have on numerous occasions contributed to the building of a strong and great 
city. 

They can be proud of the gallant men and women who came to America 
more than fifty years ago from the Isle of Rhodes, Turkey, Greece and Asia 
Minor, and who contributed significantly to higher standards of education, to 
the improvement of social,, economic, and professional opportunities, and to 
the establishment of the better opportunities for their immediate families and 
descendants. The Sephardic Jews came to America because they knew that 
Americans were God-loving, God-fearing, God-worshipping people, who knew 
deep within them that there is a spark of the Divine in each one of them. 
They were not drawn to these shores because of its material achievements, but 


because of the incarnation of human liberty, of the rights and dignity of man, 
of justice and honor, and of faith in the wisdom and power of Almighty God. 


The first Spanish-speaking Turkish-Jewish settlers of the Community had 
humble beginnings, they represented a group of people who came to America 
with a tradition of intellectual training, a respect for knowledge and learning, 
and a sincere desire to improve their status. All of the original settlers did 
not see the final phase of their dream come true, yet for the most part either 
they or their sons and daughters achieved this ultimate goal. 


When they arrived in America many of these first settlers probably did 
not realize that they would have to begin earning their livelihood in this land 
of plenty as peddlers of opportunity and fruit vendors. Just as the Nation 
has prospered, however, so have these people; this is evidenced by the fact 
a large group of the present membership is now part of one of the professions, 
and that most of the young members are college graduates. The remainder of 
the Congregation enjoy good standards of living in the fields of real estate, 
building, wholesale and retail business and banking. 


The pioneer who initiated and stimulated the Sephardic Jewry settlement 
of Montgomery was Mr. Ralph Cohen, a modest, wide-eyed young man who ar- 
rived in the capital city of Alabama which then derived its biggest income from 
cotton and corn, This young man had no thought that he was a pioneer. 
Indeed, pioneers were those hearty characters who rode wagon trains to the 
West and fought Indians. Yet this young man was a pioneer and a founder. 
He pioneered the arrival in this Alabama Capital City of scores of men and 
women who would become leading merchants, profession people and tradesmen. 


Behind him were to march a steady stream of men and women from 
Rhodes, Greece, Turkey, and the other islands of the region anxious to find 
for themselves the taste of freedom—and to grasp of opportunity—something 
which had been denied to them since the days of the Inquisition when they 
had fled a cruel despot in Spain who ordered them to bow down to religions 
against their choosing. 


Mr. Cohen, the father of Dr. Nace Cohen, arrived in the early summer 
of 1906 on a small frigate from the Island of Patmos, Greece, in the company 
of John Costarides, the founder of the Elite Cafe. Mr. Cohen was very suc- 
cessful in business and at one time owned a hat shop at 30 North Court, Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, now known as the American Hat Company. Mr. Cohen died 
on April 21, 1918, and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery in Montgomery. 


Following Mr. Cohen’s arrival in 1906 were the following well-known citi- 
zens: Isaac Ben Yakar, Asher Cohen, Abraham Cohen, Hacco,Capilouto, Simon 
R. Franco, Solomon Rousso, Abraham R. Franco, Mose “Haham” Franco, Isaac 
R. Capouya, Victor Avzaradel, Isaac Hasson. 


Between the years of 1907 and 1908 the Sephardic Jewish population of 
Montgomery increased gradually. There was a substuntial growth in immigrants 
from the Isle of Rhodes, Turkey and Asia Minor. The following people arrived 
in this period: Ephraim B. Toranto, Solomon Piha, Eli R. Capouya, Eli E. Capi- 
louto, Haim and Asher Pizanti, Joseph Traves, Shalom Traves, David Traves, 
Morris R. Franco, B. R. Franco, Joe Toranto, Solomon Hanan, Yom Tov Toranto, 
and Jack Hasson. These were followed one year later by another small group 
of settlers from Rhodes. Samuel “Sam” Beton, Nissim Beton, Reuben Piha, 
Jack Rousso, Daniel Rousso, Ashlan Moussafer, Ralph Beton, Reuben Piha, 
Joseph Toledo, Moussani Saul, Morris Capouano, and Mayer J. Piha. 


By 1908 Montgomery had na promising small colony of the Sephardic- 
Jewish group, and the first public Rosh-Hashanah and Yom Kippur services in 
the traditional Sephardic form were held in the Orthodox Community Center 


at 504 Monroe Street. Mr. Simon (better know as ‘Mr. Sam’’) Franco, a spir- 
itual reader and hazam who had arrived in Montgomery in 1908, conducted the 
first services. ; 

The glowing accounts of the opportunitics in the growing City of Mont- 
gomery reached the Isle of Rhodes and attracted an increasing number of im- 
migrants. Among those who arrived between 1909 and 1911 were these: Benzion 
Toranto and his daughter Sadie, Eli Haim Hanan, Rahamin Y. Cohen, Morris 
Bain, Raymond Bain, Menasche Amato, Isaac Menasche, and Reuben D. Franco. 
An occasional Minyan was held. 





With the gradual arrival of other Sephardic-Jews from the old country, 
there emerged an awareness of the need for some means of caring for the ill 
and needy friends and relatives still living on the Isle of Rhodes on the Aegean 
Sea. An organization entitled the “Benevolent Society” was organized with 
Samuel “Mr. Sam” Beton, Chairman and Collector, collecting dues—often only 
ten pennies a week—from cach member. During the High Holidays of Rosh- 
Hashanah in 1909, Mr. Simon Franco, with the help of Mr. Sam Beton, was 
responsible for the raising of two hundred dollars to be forwarded to the 
“Behor Holim” Society of Rhodes for the benefit of the poor. 


The Sephardic-Jewish settlers had a great desire for personal independence 
and possessed many admirable qualities which are still in evidence today. They 
had arrived in Montgomery penniless or without a means of livelihood, without 
knowledge of the language or the country, and with no relatives to whom 
they could turn for help. The new immigrants engaged in peddling ice cream 
and fruits and in retailing fruits, soft drinks, and tobacco. Many found work 
for $2.50 and $5.00 a week in the fruit stands “Stanchias” and restaurants. But 
they were ambitious, energtic, and willing to struggle and to meet all obstacles 
in this strange land with intelligence. The fine people of Montgomery ex- 
fended a helpful hand of weleome, and the newcomers fell into the pattern of 
n new life and prospered through the years. 


Throughout the years the Congregation has had many friends of all faiths 
who contributed to the success, each in their own way. To enumerate a few: 
Rabbi B. C. Ehrenreich, Rabbi William Schwarts, Rabbi Eugene Blachschleger, 
Col. Leo Strassburger and wife—Corinne, Jacque Loeb, Sidney Winter, David 
Kahn, Nathan Greil, Charles Mortiz, Mayors William A. Gunter, Cyrus B. 
Brown. John Goodwyn and ,‘Tacky” Gayle, Judge Leon McCord, Judge Walter 
B. Jones, Chief Ralph King, Nathan Segall, Les Weinstein, Manuel Blitz, Hilliard 
Aronov, Rabbi Benjamin Goldstein, Rabbi Seymour Atlas, Rabbi Aaron Borow. 


Special mention should be made to Senator Lister Hill, U. S. Senator from 
Alabama, for his patience, understanding and untiring efforts both in the 
House of Representatives and the Senate of the United States which contributed 
greatly to the growth and prosperity of this group. Senator Hill is a real 
friend and advocate. He will always have the gratitude of the men and 
women of Etz Ahayem. 


The Montgomery community served as a stepping stone for many of our 
original settlers. Following a short stay in Montgomery the following people 
resettled in the respective communities: Daniel Rousso, Victor Avzaradel, Hacco 
Hasson, Ralph Beton, Reuben Piha, Solomon Piha, Hacco Capilouto, B. R. 
Franco, Moussani Saul, Benzion Toranto, Mrs. Benzion Taranto and her famliy, 
Isaac D. Franco, Morris D. Franco, Jack D. Franco, all moved to Atlanta; Yakim 
Cohen, Asher Cohen, Abraham Cohen, Asher Pizanti, Moussani Saul, Henry 
Hoynou, Ashlan Mussafer, Jack Rousso, Salvador Cohen, Rahamin Cohen re- 
settled in California; Solomon Hanan and David ‘'lraves left for New York City; 
Joe and Al Taranto resettled in Birmingham, Alabama; Morris and Raymond 
Bain, Ralph M. Franco, all moved to Miami; some went back to the old country; 
Haim Pizanti, Moshe “Haham” Franco and Joseph Toledo moved to Greece 
and Rhodes; Joseph Traves moved to Africa; and Isaac Menasche moved to 
Argentina. 





Perhaps the reader can recapture in some measure the experience typical 
of these first Sephardic-Jewlsh settlers from the following account of the 
feelings and events of Mr. Simon Franco, the oldest of Franco brothers, who 
disembarked at Norfolk in December 1906. His first act was to stoop and 
grasp a handful of American dust, kiss it, raise himself upright with eyes 
heavenward, and then shower the dust all over his head and shoulders, saying 
fervently: ‘‘Lores Al Dio” (‘‘Glory be to God!”). 

(Among other events the newcomers celebrated was the day the Federal 
Court pronounced them full-fledged naturalized American citizens, handing 
them their final papers.) 


The reader will find interesting a few thrilling incidents from Mr. Franco’s 
long travels (similar incidents were experienced by others), told in his own 
words: 

“Once,” he related, ‘while in Asia Minor, the Turks snared me into 
their cruel net. For thirty and six hours, they forced me to stand erect 
and still, with my hands bound behind me as my tongue parched with 
thirst. O Dios! I was saved by a miracle!” 

“Another time, Turkey’s Number One bandit, Chakidji, the most no- 
torious in Turkish history, captured me. He thought I was rich, but I 
pleaded that I was but a poor Jewish itinerant merchant. Disbelieving 
me, he drew a two-edged knife and growled, ‘Cough up, you unbelieving 
Jew. Cough up the brass tacks you’ve got in your saddle-bag or I’ll cut 
your throat from ear to ear!’ Desperate measures require desperate reme- 
dies. At any rate, I desperately picked up all the couage I could muster 
for the nonce, and, baring my breast in Turkish fashion, I cried: ‘Strike, O 
brave Chakidji, strike! Let me, a poor man, die by the hand of Allah’s 
favored executioner!’ Ha! Ha! It worked. He looked at me queerly, turned 
toward his lieutenant and ordered him to muster me into his band. It’s a 
long story how I managed to escape.” 


Thus spoke Mr. Simon Franco, pioneer and one of the founders of the 
Sephardic Congregation of Montgomery, who has given unselfishly of his time 
to the welfare of his beloved congregation, which he has been serving for the 
past fifty years as Hazan, spiritual reader and president for two terms. He 
is loved and esteemed by all who know him for his affable manners and ex- 
cellent judgment. 


In 1909, with the arrival of Mrs. Sultana Capilouto and her daughter Boly, 
Mrs. Sol Cohen and Mrs. Esther Jack Hasson, there were three Spanish-Jewish 
families in Montgomery, and all of these were originally from Rhodes and 
Manastir, Turkey. 





Although the Sephardic-Jewry of Montgomery constituted a very small 

proportion of the total Jewish population of Montgomery, with the growth of 
the city the number increased yearly. Between 1912 and 1916 the following 
newcomers arrived from Rhodes: ‘La Ermana” Mazaltov Piha, Sultana Rousso, 
Caden Hanan, Behora Cadranel, Amelie Franco, Rachel S. Franco, Luna Men- 
asche Amato, Jack Halfon, Morris Mezrahi, Ralph M. Franco, Henry Hoynou, 
Solomon Varon, Morris D. Franco, Isaac D. Franco, ‘la Ermana” Estrea Franco, 
David Franco, Sadie R. Franco, Joseph Cohen, Ezekiel Dana, Abraham Camhi, 
David Sattah, Julia Toranto Pinto, “La Ermana” Behora de Benzion Toranto, 
Esther Toranto Capouano, Eli I. Haim, Catherine Toranto, Sol Varon, and 
David Cohen. 
‘ These Sephardic settlers came to this country because of the unrest result- 
ing from. the Balkan wars, because of poverty and lack of opportunity, in 
search of security and liberty. They were robust, high spirited, fun-loving, 
and humorous people, who had a great desire for knowledge, not only for their 
own sake, but for the sake of their children. They were great lovers of democ- 
racy and opportunity. 

The first Sephardic-Jewish child to be born in Montgomery was Isaac Eli 
Capilouto, born on September 11, 1910, the son of Eli and Sultana Capilouto. 
The first Sephardic-Jewish marriage was that of Ralph Cohen and Sadie Toranto 
on November 17, 1912, which was followed one week later by that of Simon 
R. Franco and Rachel Benveniste. This marriage ceremony was performed by 
Rabbi B. C. Ehrenreich of Kah] Montgomery. 


Chapter II 


THE FOUNDING OF ETZ AHAYEM 


With the growth of the Sephardic-Jewish population in Montgomcry came 
the demand for a permanent organization. On July 27, 1912, a charter was 
procured in Ladino, and from among the remaining 30 members then living in 
Montgomery, this small group of new settlers, headed by the elders of the 
community, Solomon Rousso, Simon R. Franco, and Samuel “Sam” Beton, 
founded the Spanish-speaking-Jewish Congregation in Montgomery. This or- 
ganization is known as the Etz-Ahayem (The Tree of Life) Sephardic Con- 
gregation and was established to serve the needs of the Mediterranean immi- 
grants. These strictly orthodox-Sephardic Jews who settled in Montgomery 
who were present at the mecting were the following: Isaac Ben Yakar, Nissim 
Beton, Samuel Beton,: Ralph Beton, Baruch H. Cohen, Jack I. Cohen, Yakim 
Cohen, Eli Capilouto, Eli R. Capouya, Isaac R. Capouya, Abraham R. Franco, 
David Franco, Ralph Cohen, Joseph Toledo, B. R. Franco, Motris R. Franco, 
Reuben D. Franco, Simanto R. Franco, Jack Hasson, Henry Hoynou, Isaac 
Menasche, Abraham Piha, Mayer Piha, Reuben Piha, Solomon Piha, Ephraim 
Toranto, Yom-Tov Toranto, Victor Franco, and Chelebom Franco. 

Solomon Rousso was elected the first President of. the newly Seinirat 
Congregation and for twenty-five years he played an important part in the 
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history of Etz Ahayem. Mr. Rousso was the proprietor of the well-known 
Montgomery Delicatessen until his death on May 30, 1937. He was known and 
liked by hundreds of Montgomerians. He was a hard worker, a good orator 
and active in business, civic, and religious affairs. 

The primary function of the new Congregation was for religious and benevo- 
lent purposes. One of its immediate acts was to watch over and care for the 
sick and to bury the dead. Each member took a turn in performing these acts 
of mercy and in seeing the sick were cared for and the Jewish-Orthodox cus- 
toms observed in case of death. 


Religious services were held on Friday nights and Saturdays, High Holi-. 
days, Festivals, and the “Zeharas” were held in the homes of the members. 

Another function of the Congregation was to purchase cemetery lots. On 
February 20, 1917, lots 825 through 846 of Section I were purchased for two 
thousand dollars at Greenwood Cemetery. The cemetery was afterwards en- 
larged by another purchase in April, 1952, of lots 815 through 842, Section 22; 
in September, 1959, lots 843 through 856, Section 22, were purchased for four 
thousand dollars. The first burial took place on February 27, 1917. 

From 1912 to 1926, even though the economic conditions of the new set- 
tlers were extremely precarious during those years, the members were classi- 
fied for payment of dues in categories, the lowest classification paying ten cents 
per week and the highest twenty-five cents per week. After the New Temple 
was completed in 1927 all classifications were raised. The smallest dues were 
twenty-four dollars per year, and the largest thirty-six dollars per year. The 
minutes of the Congregation and the records were kept in Ladino. Then, early 
in the 1930’s they were kept in English. 


On July 11, 1916, Etz Ahayem filed the papers of incorporation with the 
Probate Judge’s office. The elected officers were Solomon Rousso, President; 
Eli Capilouto, Vice President; Shalom Traves, Secretary; B. R. Franco, Treas- 
urer. The Trustees were Isaac Menasche, Simon R. Franco, Reuben Piha and 
Morris Bain. 


The advent of World War I had its effect upon the members of the Con- 
gregation, and the following volunteered to serve in the armed forces of their 
adopted country: Simanto R. Franco, Morris R. Franco, Eli R. Capouya, Ralph 
M. Franco, Jack Cohen, and Isaac Menasche. On July 4, 1617, they were cited 
by the Federal Judge Henry Clayton for their devotion, courage, and willing- 
ness to deftnd their adopted land in time of peril. 


On July 20, 1918, a special meeting was held at the home of Mr. Eli 
Capilouto at Five Points, during “Los Sietes’” the Memorial Sevices of Mrs. 
Capilouto, for the purpose of considering the purchase of the property formerly 
owned by Henry Isaac’s family. On July 21, 1918, this property was sold to 
Solomon Rousso, and in the same month Rousso resold the property to Etz- 
Ahayem Congregation for the amount of $4,500.00. 

In order to finance this venture, members of the Congregation gave lib- 
erally. One night thirteen members of the group raised $3,500.00, and the large 
donors were Solomon Rousso, Eli Capilouto, B. R. Franco, Simanto Franco, Eli 
Capouya, Jack Hasson, Eli Hanan and Samuel Beton. Within two days they 
raised among the membership and friends $6,500 to purchase the land and the 
building, and to remodel the building for a religious and community life center. 


Solomon Rousso was President; Eli Capouya was Cashier; and EH Ianan was 
Secretary. Members of the group contributing were Isaac D. Franco, Morris 
D. Franco, Morris R. Franco, Victor D. Franco, Simon R. Franco, Abraham R. 
Franco, Morris M. Franco, Reuben D. Franco, Rettben Piha, Solomon Piha, 
Isane “Haeco" Wasson, Solomon Varon, Isane Re Capouya, Isane Ben Yalar 
and Nissim Beton. 


The Congregation made two loans, one from Mr. Behor R. Franco for 
seven hundred dollars, and another from Mole Hain for one thousand dollars. 
This property, an old house, was located at the present site of the Synagogue, 
at 450 Sayre Street, Montgomery, Alabama, and in the same year the house 
was converted into a house of worship and a community center of the corporate 
life of the Sephardic Community of Montgomery. 


On the eve of the High Holidays of 1918, the Congregation received from 
Temple Beth’or “a priceless gift,’ a Sefer Torah (Scroll) and Rabbi B. C. 
Ehrenreich presented the Torah to the Congregation, which the Congregation 
has cherished through the years. 


Religious faith is the keystone in the structure of the American way of life. 
It is now and. always has been a distinguishing characteristic of the American 
people. 

Throughout the history of this Great Nation, men and women who have 
risen to positions of influence and leadership have testified to their independ- 
€nce upon Divine guidance. 

The pioneer spirit which conquered the wilderness and built a vast civiliza- 
tion stretching from coast to coast was a religious spirit. Its source was trust 
in God. 

In the establishment of the Democracy, the forefathers were keenly aware 
that America must be a homeland where men and women of all walks of life 
could worship their God in ways they saw fit; and with these glorious and 
sacred privileges in their minds, the new settlers from Rhodes, Turkey and 
Asia Minor, for the first time were able to observe their sacred religious rites 
without the fear of being molested. 

Then, weeks before the Yom Kippur, they began making preparations for 
this Tloliest of Days. 

One of the preparations was early rising for Selihouth, a penitential pray- 
ers recited on the days preceding Rosh-Hashanah and during the Ten Days 
of Penitence, the chanting of traditional sacred and ancient melodies. 

On the eve of Yom Kippur every devoted mother went to the Synagogue 
on Sayre Street, and lit an oil candle at dusk. In accordance with Prov. 12:2, 
to perform special acts of benevolence, alms were given to the needy, and 
“Kappara,” the sacrifice of a fowl, highlighted the occasion, as has been the 
custom since the destruction of the Temple. 

At the newly remodeled Synagogue, on Sayre Street, the services began 
with the traditional chanting of “Shema Koli,” (Oh, God who accepts), a thou- 
sand-year-old melody which was followed by the “Le ’ha Eli,” a poem of adora- 
tion and confession by a great Sephardic-Jewish poet. With the greatest sol- 
emnity the declaration of “Kol Nidre,’’ a supplication, was begun and it re- 
sounded like the penetrating notes of a bass violin, enough to set the very soul 
in vibration. And the following day, the services of the “Aliyouths” by the 
taking out and putting back of the Torah, being called up the Torah, and all 
the functions connected with the reading of the Torah were regarded as privi- 
‘leges and honors by all members, who seek them at the price of special gifts 


pledged in the maintenance of the Congregation. During the High Holidays 
‘such privileges were auctioned off by Mr. Samuel Beton in the Synagogue to 
the highest bidder. After all day praying and fasting finally came the joyful 
sound of the Shofar, telling not only of the past pain and sacrifice but also 
foretelling a finer day for the Congregants, Community and Country. 


After World War I, this community of Montgomery continued to grow with 
the arrival of new immigrants. In 1919 came these from Rhodes: Isaac R. 
Franco, Gelso Avzaradel Capilouto, Luna Hasson Bain, Regina Cohen and 
children (Rose, Matilda, Isaac, Ned, Jack, and Simon), “El Ermano” Joseph 
Avzaradel, “La Ermana” Ricca Z. Cohen, David Galante, Allegra Cohen with 
her son Isaac, Luna Piha, Matilda I. Varon, Ida S. Rousso, David Capauno, 
Isaac Varon, Victoria E. Toranto, Olga D. Franco, Luna E. Capouya, Suzanna S. 
Varon, Diana E. Hanan, “La Ermana” Miriam Franco, David Mussafer, Jack J. 
Cohen, David Varon, I. Tarica, Jack D. Franco, Zadoc Franco, Rachel Mayer 
Piha with Sarah and Joe, Matilda Galante Franco, Matilda A. Franco and 
Eli Fresco. 

In September, 1920, the first wedding in the temporary Synagogue was 
that of David Cohen and Matilda Cohen, one of the most elegant affairs of 
that time. 


Chapter III 
BUILDING A HOUSE OF WORSHIP 


In 1926, David Mussafir became the youngest president of the congregation, 
which then had twenty-one dues-paying members. At this time they decided 
to rebuild the House of Worship, and these members practically put their hearts 
into building an attractive place of worship at 450 Sayre Street. In this project 
every member was entrusted with a mission. Simanto R. Franco, Jack Hasson, 
Eli H. Hanan, Eli Capilouto, Eli Cohen, David R. Franco, and Eli R. Capouya 
were assigned the raising of funds. Solomon Rousso and David Cohen were 
appointed co-chairmen of the Building Committee, and another committee was 
organized to raffle off a 1927 Nash car, the proceeds to be used as a nucleus 
for the building funds for the new building. This automobile was won by Mr. 
and Mrs. Simanto Franco and later donated to the congregation. Some of the 
major contributors to the fund were Schloss and Kahn Grocery, the Coca-Cola 
Bottling Company, Sellers Grocery Company, and Hudson-Thompson Grocery 
Company. 


On April 27, 1927, the second incorporation papers of the Etz Ahayem 
Congregation were filed with the Probate Judge’s office (see Book 9, page 406, 
Corporation). Elected Trustees were David Cohen, Solomon Rousso and Ralph 
M. Franco to serve for the period of one year until their successors were 
elected and qualified. 


On April 29, 1927, the building contract was given to Anderson Lumber 
Company for $27,500, and the construction of the new building was started 
shortly thereafter and completed before the High Holidays of 1927. 

Tribute to the congregation of Temple Etz Ahayem was paid Thursday, 
May 19, 1927, by Judge William H. Samford, in an address delivered at the 
laying of the cornerstone to the new edifice under construction on Sayre Street. 


THe congratulated the congregation upon the buildings of the femple inion 
land where religious tolerance would give them and their children surcease 
from all semblance of religious or political persecution. 


The exercises were held Thursday morning under gray skies with several 
hundred attending. Judge Samford delivered the principal address after being 
introduced by Charles F. Moritz. Other speakers were Mayor W. A. Gunter, 
who laid the stone; Judge Leon McCord; David Mussafer, President of the Tem- 
ple; and Rabbi William B. Schwartz. 


He felicitated this Jewish congregation upon the building of a Temple “In 
a land of liberty of thought, action and word moving toward brotherly love 





and prosperity, where each sunrise, kissing the dewdrops on the eastern hills 
into millions of glistened diamonds is a prophetic of a glorious day and the 
golden glow of its setting behind the western ocean rests like a benediction 
upon a proud, happy and united people. 

Thus it was that on Sunday afternoon, September 25, 1927, the members 
and friends with their families gathered from here and from Atlanta to witness 
the dedication of one of the first new buildings of the Sephardic-Jewish Syna- 
gogues in the South. The services for the festive occasion were conducted by 
Simon R. Franco and assisted by “El Ermano” Moussani Franco, Behor R. Franco, 
Joseph Avzaradel, Mayer Piha and Sam Beton. Abraham and Reuben Piha, 
well-known hazans, made the trip from Atlanta to Montgomery to provide their 
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services and to chant “Adom Olam,” “Yigdal,” “Si U Sherimus,” and “Shema.” 

Solomon Rousso opened the portals of the Temple and then followed the 
procession of the participants, while in the lead was Eli H. Hanan, who served 
as Treasurer and Secretary for years. Eli Capilouto, Eli Cohen, Eli R. Capouya, 
Behor R. Franco, Mayer Piha, Jack Hasson, and Nissim Beton were followed 
by Solomon Rousso and David Cohen—the members of the Building Commit- 
tee. These were followed by Charles Moritz, Sam Beton, and David Franco— 
the Dedication and Program Committee. 


Next came the procession of the Sefer Torahs reverently resting upon the 
shoulders of Rabbi William Schwartz, Rabbi of Temple Beth’Or, responsible 
leader of the Jewish Community. Following this were Morris R. Franco and 
David Mussafer. . 


“El Ermano” Moussani Franco had the honor of opening the Holy Ark 
for the Torah Services. Solomon Rousso, Jack Hasson, and Eli Cohen had the 
privilege of placing the Sefer Torah in the Ark. Then Simon R. Franco, assisted 
by Abraham and Reuben Piha, led the congregation in chanting “Kuma 
Adonai” and “Rise Up, O Lord.” “El Ermano” Joseph Avzaradel removed the 
appropriate Sefer Torahs and chanted the spirited and familiar hymns, “Yemin 


Adoni” and the “Shema.” ‘Then they returned the Sefer ‘Torahs to the Holy 
Ark and the congregation chanted “Ki Le Ka Tov,” and the Ark was closed 
by Mayer Piha. Rabbi William Schwartz offered a prayer, and Solomon Rousso 


made the presentation of the Synagogue building keys to President David 
Mussatfer and the membership. 

Charles Moritz, master of ceremony and good friend and supporter of the 
congregation, introduced Circuit Court Judge Walter B. Jones, who addressed 
the group in this manner: 

“Every good citizen of Montgomery, regardless of his denomination, 
rejoices with the congregation of Etz Ahayem in your possession of this 
splendid Temple of Worship ...I know that Church and Synagogue can 
never become identical in form, but they can become alike in purpose and 
spirit. I know that there are many and great differences between Judaism 
and Christianity, but I know, too, that there are many common ties and 
likenesses which unite us.” 

Mayor William Gunter praised the membership for building such a beau- 
tiful structure. He expressed his awareness of the fine achievement of the 
Sephardic-Jewish Community brought about in such a short time. 

Then President David Mussafer called the congregation to introspection and 
consideration of their religious needs and their reasons for action so that a 
proper path could be charted for the future of the congregation. 

The following evening, after the ceremony was over, the members, friends, 
and visitors were the guests of the gracious ladies of the Sisterhood at the 
reception in the Vestry of the Temple in honor of the occasion. 

In his year of 1927 the congregation consisted of the following members: 
David Mussafer, President, and Eli H. Hanan, Secretary and Treasurer; Joseph 
Avzaradel, Nissin Beton, Sam Beton, Abraham Camhi, Eli Capilouto, Eli R. 
Capouya, David Cohen, Eli Cohen, Joseph Cohen, Victor Cohen, E. J. Dana, 
Abraham R. Franco, B. R. Franco, David R. Franco, Ralph M. Franco, Reuben 
D. Franco, Morris R. Franco, “El Ermano” Moussani Franco, Simanto R. Franco, 
David Galante, Jack Halfon, Raymond Halfon, Reuben Nix Hanan, Jack Hasson, 
Mayer Piha, Solomon Rousso, Israel Tarica, Solomon Varon and David Varon. 

Along with the new building came the organization in 1927 of several groups. 
The Hebrew School was organized under the direction of “El Ermano” Moussani 
Franco. And with the dedication of the New Synagogue came the founding 


11 


of the Judean Club In 1930, to assist the youth in the activilles of the Con- 
gregation. Miss Boly Capilouto was the organizer and advisor of the group. 


In the years between 1926 and 1930 the following immigrants had arrived 
from Rhodes: Rubin Morris Hanan, Dr. Morris Capouya, Ralph M. Hanan, 
Zebulu Mussafer, ‘‘La Ermana” Gioya Galante, Sarah Galante, Solomon Galante, 
Isaac Alhadeff, Israel Hasson, Rebecca Tarica, Becky S. Alahadeff, “La Ermana” 
Hanulah Israel, Rachel M. Hanan, Morris M. Hanan, Rachel Halfon, Victor M. 
Hanan, Allegre M. Mezra, Bob Shemuria, Estherina Capouya, Albert Capouya, 
Selma Capouya Capouano, Fortune Capouya, Rita Capouya Cohen, Hanula A. 
Capouano, Sadie J. Hasson. 

Because the congregation was unable to afford the services of a rabbi or 
teacher, several members, notably Simon R. Franco and El Ermano Moussani 
Franco, assisted by Mayer Piha, Sam Beton, and El Ermano Avzaradel, con- 
ducted services at intervals. 

On May 27, 1928, the first wedding in the new Synagogue at 450 Sayre 
Street was that of Mr. and Mrs. Morris Mezrah of Troy, and on June 19, 1928 
was that of Mr. and Mrs. Morris Franco, both weddings was one of the most 
clegant affairs of the year. 





The necessity for a place for social functions became a reality, and in 1943 
several members of the Etz Ahayem Congregation decided to purchase the old 
Hilda’s Club, owned by Bob Hope, located on the Atlanta Highway, and known 
today as the Atlantic National Life Insurance Company. It was an elegant 
social club with excellent equipment and a swimming pool. It became known 
as the Jewish Progress Club. Gradually the door was opened to all the Jewish 
Community of this area. The men behind the organization of this were these 
members of the congregation: Nace Allen, Sam Beton, David Capilouto, Dr. 
I. E. Capilouto, Eli Capouya, Dr. Morris Capouya, Isaac Capouya, David Cohen, 
Eli Cohen, Dr. Nace Cohen, Victor Cohen, E. J. Dana, Ralph M. Franco, David 
Franco, Isaac R. Franco, Simanto R. Franco, Eli Hanan, Jack Hasson, Jack 
Halfon, David Mussafer, Mayer Piha, E. Toranto, and Sol Varon. 

Because of the high cost of operation of this social organiaztion it was 
decided to sell the property to the Atlantic National Life Insurance Company, 
3734 Atlanta Highway. The profits were divided between the Etz Ahayem and 
Agudath Israel Congregations. 





During World War II and the Korean War, the armed forces claimed many 
of our members. In September of 1945, the congregation was saddened when 
the death of Captain Solomon B. Beton, A.C., was reported. His name was 
inscribed on a memorial plaque in the Sanctuary in recognition of his supreme 
sacrifice. The congregation is proud of all of its courageous sons, who, at a time 
of gravest need, sprang forward in the noble tradition of their fathers to defend 
the cause of freedom with their lives. 


a 


The Sunday School of Temple Beth’Or, which was attended by the children 
from the Etz Ahayem Congregation after 1919, was under the supervision of 
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Dr. B. C. Ehrenreich, Rabbi William Schwartz, Rabbi Benjamin Goldstein. 
and Rabbi Eugene Blachschleger. It was Rabbi Blachschleger who revised the 
curriculum and supervised the general conduct of the school. He initiated 
children’s services once a month, and a children’s choir is creating greater in- 
terest in the Sunday School. Sunday School enrollment fro mthe Etz Ahayem 
Congregation for 1962 is forty-nine. 





On April 29, 1945. Ktz Ahayem Congregation met in a special ceremony at 
the Vestry Room of tise Congregation for the purpose of celebrating the last 
payment of its indebtedness for the Synagogue building on the mortgage held 
by the Prudential Life Insurance Company. David Cohen, Chairman of the 
Mortgage Committee, lighted the match to burn the mortgage, while the mem- 
bership rejoiced over the fact that the building was free from any incumbrances. 





From 1939 to 1950, the following came to Montgomery: Mr. and Mrs. David 
Capilouto, Mr. and Mrs. Leon Capilouto, Albert Capilouto, and Katherine V. 
Hanan from the West; Leon and Victoria Capilouto and David Capouano from 
Ashville, North Carolina; Esther Tarica, Pincus Hasson, Muriel Weill, Marty 
and Muriel Cannon and family, Mrs. Bohora Alhadeff, Saul Alhadeff, Nace 
and Fanny Allen, Woolfe Berns and Paul Weiss from England, Frances Capouya, 
Myrtle N. Cohen, Jean V. Hanan, Phyllis Franco, Julia Hanan, Suzanna E. 
Hanan, Colonel Leon Golinsky. In 1960 Al Israel arrived. 


By 1951 the beginning of the radical departure from the traditional 
Hebrew-Ladino religious services to Hebrew-English was inaugurated during 
the services of Friday nights and High Holidays. 


On November 15, 1955, the first publication of the “Sephardic Bulletin” 
appeared. It was initiated and inspired by Rubin Morris Hanan, then President 
of Etz Ahayem. Bernard Hanan was named Editor; Lina Weiss, Social Editor; 
Paul Weiss, Associate Editor; and Richard Hanan, Business Manager. Through 
the years the congregation has financially benefited from the Bulletin’s ad- 
vertisement sales. 





This article appeared in the Montgomery Advertiser, Sunday, October 31, 
1954, the column being written by Joe Azbell, entitled “City Limits”: 


MONTGOMERY'S 70 SPANISH JEW FAMILIES 


Recently a visitor went into a Montgomery store operated by a mer- 


chant of the Jewish faith. He engaged the man in conversation and dropped 
in a few Hebrew words. 

The Jewish man simply smiled each time a Hebrew (Yiddish) word 
was spoken by the visitor. The more they talked, the more curious the 
visitor became that the man smiled at the Hebrew (Yiddish) words. 

Finally the visitor asked: “You do understand Hebrew don’t you?” 
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The Jewish merchant replied: “Of course, I do, but don’t speak Yiddish. 
I speak Spanish and English. 

This merchant was a member of one of the 70 Spanish-speaking Jewish 
families in Montgomery who remember the year 1492 for another reason 
than that Columbus discovered Amerien in that historle year. 

They remember it as a year of heartbreak and despair—as the year 
of the Spanish Inquisition. In 1492, the Jews in Spain were told by the 
ruling powers they had to join the Catholic Church or leave the country. 

Some of the Jews joined the Catholic Church and remained in Spain. 
Their descendants—still Catholics—are living in Spain today. 

But the large majority of the Jews sold their homes and businesses, 
and left the country. They settled in the Mediterranean area in Ttaly, 
Greece, Syria, Turkey, and the Isle of Rhodes and other countries. 

They prospered in their work ranging from leathermaking to farming. 
They adopted the language of the country in which they settled—but it 
was their custom also to teach Spanish to their children. 

Today, 462 years later, the custom of teaching Spanish to their chil- 
dren has continued among these Jewish people. Some speak Hebrew, 
Turkish, French, Italian and Greek-—but) most speak only the language 
of their native country and Spanish. There is no real reason why Spanish 
language has been handed down generation after generation except as an 
emblem of the history of these Jews. 


ONLY FEW COMMUNITIES IN U.S. 


The Spanish-speaking Jews are known as Sephardic Jews but they are 
commonly called Spanish Jews. There are only a few communities of these 
Spanish Jews in the United States and only three communities east of 
the Rocky Mountains. The communities in the U.S. are located in Mont- 
gomery, Atlanta, New York, Los Angeles, Seattle, Detroit, Chicago, Atlantic 
City, Miami, and Indianapolis. 

In Montgomery the Spanish Jews are among the most prosperous citi- 
zens. They are connected with many businesses to real estate, to lawyers, 
doctors and dentists. Most of them are easily identified by their Spanish 
names such as Capouya, Piha, Hasson and Franco, 

Their religion is orthodox in nature and they have a Temple on Sayre 
Street. The Montgomery community is called Etz Ahayem Congregation. 
Etz Ahayem means “Tree of Life.” 

The Sephardic Jews in Montgomery organized the Congregation in 
1912. They built their Temple in 1927. 

David Mussafer, one of the leaders of Etz Ahayem who served as 
president of the congregation for more than a decide, said the Montgom- 
ery Community is made up of outstanding citizens who have worked for 
many community causes and have always attempted to maintain them- 
selves as civic-minded people. 

The present leader of the congregation is young (26) Don Martin, a 

real estate broker. He succeeded Dr. Nace Cohen, a Montgomery physician, 
as head of the community. 
The first Spanish Jew to come to Montgomery was Dr. Cohen’s father, Ralph 
Cohen. He was followed by other members of his family, relatives, friends 
and today the 70 families represent a wide cross-section of the Spanish 
Jewish family connections in the United States. 


-.14 


FROM THE ISLE OF RHODES 


Strangely, the Spanish Jews do not follow the Spanish tastes in foods. 
They follow most of the Orthodox-Sephardic Jewish customs with some 
exception but their organization is separate and distinct from the Ashkenasi 
Jewish group or the Reform group. 

In the Etz Ahayem congregation, the marriage ceremony is distinct 
in that the father of the groom wraps the groom and bride-groom in a 
prayer shawl at the wedding ceremony. 

The Hebrew also is different from that spoken in the regular orthodox 
synagogue. It is more a Spanish-Hebrew. 

Instead of celebrating seven days of the Passover and the Feast of 
the Tabernacle, the Spanish Jews celebrate eight days. 

And in the place of using cantoral music in the services, the Spanish 
Jews sing as a congregation oriental music which derived from Persia 
and the Mediterranean area. 

Despite their small number in the United States, the Sephardic Jews 
are proud they were the first Jews to urrive in the United States. A small 
group of them came to New York 300 years ago last month. 

The Montgomery clan came here almost entirely from the Isle of 
Rhodes. Many still have relics of their life or their parents’ life on that 
island. 

All of them take an active interest in their religious life—and in many 
families there is a weekly period when the children are gathered about 
the fireplace to learn their lesson—how to speak the Spanish of their 
forefathers so they can be truly Spanish Jews. 








In the year of 1954, Dr. Nace Cohen donated the Sepher Sheni. This 
sepher had great sentimental value to many of the members who had come 
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from Rhodes. It had been originally given to the Kahl Grande of Rhodes by 
Senor and Senora Solomon Alhadeff. During the German occupation, in order 
to secure the Torah from the invaders, it was buried and preserved. 





The newest Torah to date was given by Mr. and Mrs. Simanto Franco. 
This treasured scroll was acquired in Jerusalem during an European voyage 
that the Franco’s took. The Sepher A-Gadol is not as large as our other 
scrolls, therefore, it is a good size for our youngsters to carry in a service. 
Many a young boy has received a thrill of a lifetime when he was called to 
carry the Sepher A-Gadol. 


On November 21. 1955, the Hebrew School was rejuvenated and reformed 
with Mrs. Seymour Atlas as teacher. The classes had social and outdoor activi- 
ties, and in addition, each child participated in the Friday night services. 
Sol Piha, who was Religious Chairman, said: “One of our first ideas which 
will be inaugurated shortly will be an Adult Education Class which will be 
conducted by Rabbi Eugene Blachschleger. Wednesday evening, December 7, 
1955, marked the opening session of the Adult Institute, which lasted until 
June, 1956. The discussions afforded a fine opportunity to grow in Jewish 
knowledge and to acquire a further understanding of Jewish life. Rabli 
Blachschleger conducted the classes, which were held in the Vestry Room of 
the Temple in the evening. Attendance was overwhelming. 





On December 14, 1955, plans were made for movies that were to be 
shown at the Vestry Room of the trip of David Franco and of the Japanese 
tour of duty of Dr. Morris Capouya. 





During 1955, 1956, and 1957, Friday night services were well attended. On 
December 20, 1955, there were 42 members present. Mrs. Rita Martin lit the 
candles of Sabbath, and Dr. Morris Capouya recited the Benediction of Kiddush. 
The Sabbath was conducted by Rev. Sam Beton, and Mr. Raymond Cohen, 
a student of the Hebrew School, read a poem every night in honor of the 
Sabbath Services. 


The Ladies’ Auxiliary sponsored the Annual Purim party for the Sunday 
School of Temple Beth-Or. The party was held on February 26, 1955, a Sunday 
afternoon, from four to six. There was a pageant, and many prizes were given 
during the affair. 

On a Sunday in April, 1955, what started as a simple Kosher Wiener Roast 
at Oak Park for the seventeen children of the Hebrew School developed into a 
gala affair with most of the Sephardic children coming to the park and 
having a wonderful time. 
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From The Montgomery Advertiser 


Sunday, February 19, 1956 
LOCAL GROUP GOING STRONG; LACKS RABBI 


For about three years, a Montgomery religious group has constantly 
grown in its program and activities—yet doesn’t have a Rabbi of its own. 

Congregation Etz Ahayem, a Montgomery Sephardic Jewish con- 
gregation, is headed by Rubin Hanan with Raymond E. Cohen as vice 
president. 

The congregation has a complete religious organization and features a 
monthly publication with Bernard Hanan as editor and Paul Weiss as 
assistant editor. 

The ladies auxiliary is directed by Mrs. Murray Weil. 


ACTIVE LEADERS 


Active leaders of the church include Sol Piha, Drs. Morris and Ralph 
Capouya, Raymond Cohen, Rubin and David Franco, Joe Capelouto, Pincus 
Hasson, Selma Capelouto, David and Hymie Mussafer, David Cohen, Ralph 
Franco, Sam Franco, Sol Page and Sam Beton. 

“We feel that our organization is continuing to grow in its activities 
and programs and we feel indeed proud of the growth,” Hanan said. On 
occasions, Rabbi Eugene Blachschleger and Rabbi Seymour Atlas assist 


the congregation. 
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“But we have not had a Rabbi for na long time. We operate the con- 
gregation as a group doing the things that we think are best for the com- 
munity,’”’ Hanan said. 


OTHER MEMBERS 


Among the others who take active parts in the congregation are Lena 
Cohen Weiss, social editor; Richard Hanan, business manager of the 
monthly magazine; Joe F. Capilouto, treasurer of the congregation, and 
Rubin Franco, secretary. 

“There is an urgent need for a spiritual leader to carry on the con- 
crete foundation at present on the lines that the congregation principles 
were laid down,” Hanan said. 


The festival of Shevouth was celebrated on May 16, 1956. It was with sin- 
cere regrets that at this time the resignation of Mrs. Seymour Atlas was 
accepted. Mrs. Atlas, through her untiring efforts, had given the membership 
a Hebrew School of high standards. 


On Yom Kippur, 1956, the congregation inaugurated the Yom Kippur Me- 
morial Services for the departed loved ones. The Memorial Services have 
become an integral part of the Etz Ahayem High Holidays Services. The first 
Memorial Services were conducted by Pincus Hasson, Dr. Morris Capouya in 
English and by Rev. Simon R. Franco in Hebrew. 





On October 14, 1956, the Ladies Auxiliary celebrated its 37th Anniversary 
with a dinner at the Capistrano. The annual Break-The-Fast Dance of the 
Ladies Auxiliary was held September 15, 1956, in the Jefferson Davis Ball- 
room. This has been a yearly project of the Ladies Auxiliary in the past which 
has been enjoyed by the entire Jewish community of Montgomery. 


Chapter IV 
ETZ AHAYEM BUILDIS FOR THE FUTURE 


In 1954, during the administration of Don Martin, the congregation had 
outgrown the present building and had entered into a contract for purchase of 
two acres of land owned by Mrs. Lilly A. Epps, at the corner of Augusta and 
LeBron streets. It was not until Raymond Cohens administration that the 
sale was consummated on April 15, 1957, and was recorded in the office of 
the Judge of Probate of Montgomery County, Alabama, in Deed Book 434, page 
31, for the purchase price of $13,000.00. 


On December 27, 1955, the Board of Directors met and it was the desire 
of the board to assure that the property on Augusta could be legally used for 
the purpose of building a House of Worship and related religious activities. 

Rubin M. Hanan, as President of the Congregation, appointed “Judge” 
Ralph A. Franco as the Legal Chairman to represent and act on behalf of the 
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Congregation, On February 21, 1957, in a decision handed down in the Circuit 
Court of Montgomery County, Case No. 20172, by Judge Walter B. Jones, Pre- 
siding Judge, the Court decreed that a restriction in a deed to Mrs. Epp did 
not prevent the construction on the lot of a Synagogue or House of Religious 
Worship. 


On May 7, 1956, the first children’s services were held honoring mothers 
with a special floral ceremony and rededicating the Temple Etz Ahayem 
by the children of the Hebrew School. The children participating were Jack 
Berns, Ted Cannon, Ralph Nace Cohen, David Capilouto, Larry Capouya, 
Lynn Ellen Cohen, Billy Golinsky, Allen Vic Hanan, Morris Vic Hanan, Morris 
Rubin Hanan, Rachel Rose Hannan, Esther Halfon, Rubin Piha, Buddy Rousso, 
Evie Weill, Esther Weill, Ellie Weiss, and Clair Weiss. Each child laid flowers 
at the Altar with a special prayer for good health and happiness for all mothers 
and grandmothers. 


On October 1, 1956, the congregation announced the arrival of Mrs. Adina 
Goldwasser, from Tel Aviv, Israel, to serve for the period of two years as a 
teacher in the Talmud Torah. Mrs. Goldwasser had a charming and warm 
personality with the rare ability of putting life and movement into the Bible, 
the Hebrew language, and history. She put her dramatic talents to work in 
the Hebrew School on each Religious Holiday. 


The years of 1956 and 1957 were most eventful for the activities of the 
Hebrew School’s children for Purim plays, for excellent suppers, and for other 
activities that made the entire congregation proud. 

The children of the Hebrew School conducted services on May 9, 1956 
and May 10, 1957, honoring Mother’s Day. Mrs. Goldwasser, their proud teach- 
er, was delighted with the accomplishments of the children. Mrs. Murray Weill, 
then president of the Auxiliary, presented each child with a gift for his or 
her fine accomplishments made during those years. During the services the 
children presented each mother and grandmother attending the services with 
a beautiful flower. 


On October 12, 1957, Etz Ahayem observed Succouth with old-fashioned 
gaiclty. The children of the Hebrew School observed the festival with a beau- 
tiful Sueeah, which was donated by Mr. and Mrs. Rubin M. Hanan, in the old- 
fashioned manner of their grandfathers years ago in Rhodes. The children’s 
Succouth dinner was prepared by the Sisterhood and by Mrs. Joe Capilouto, who 
were responsible for the nice affairs. 


In November, 1957, the Sisterhood set up “Our Charity Fund” to receive 
contributions from anyone who might wish to honor or remember someone. 
The contributions were made to support the Montgomery Children’s Home 
Project which the fine ladies of the Sisterhood had sponsored for years. Two 
orphans were clothed and sent to camp for the summer and received their 
Santa Claus gifts. 


Contributions were sought for the Jewish Federation, Red Cross, Disaster 
Funds, Sephardic Home for the Aged in New York City, and the Sephardic 
School for Blind Children in Israel. Mrs. Sol Page and Mrs. Joe Capilouto 
were Charity Funds Chairmen. 
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Etz Ahayem Observes Succouth With Old Fashioned Gaiety. 


The children of the Hebrew School of Etz Ahayem observed the festival of 

Succouth with a beautiful Succah in the old fashioned manner in which their 

grandfathers did years ago. This year the children celebrated the happy occa- 

sion with a wonderful dinner prepared by the Sisterhood and with the 
Succah ceremony. 


On Sunday, December 22, 1957, the children of the Hebrew School, under 
the able leadership of Mrs. Goldwasser, presented two Hanukah plays. THE 
MAGIC TOP was enacted by the younger children, and the MACCABEAN 
MIRACLE was presented by the older group. The same afternoon the chil- 
dren were invited to present their plays for the Hanukah Party at Temple 
Beth’Or. 


The closing luncheon of the Sisterhood was held on Tuesday, May 6, 
1958, at the Capistrano. Installation of officers was conducted after the lunch- 
eon. A delightful program followed a Sportswear Fashion Show sponsored 
by Mr. and Mrs. Pincus Hasson of the Town and Country Shop of Normandale. 


On Saturday night, March 8, 1958, the Congregation of Etz Ahayem, under 
the leadership of Dr. Morris Capouya, proudly presented a Purim Ball at 
the Whitley Hotel, with music by Jack Walden. 





The Sisterhood of Etz Ahayem held its meeting in the home of Mrs. David 
Franco, Wednesday night, November 5, 1958. One of the important reports 
was brought in by the Kitchen Chairman, Mrs. P. R. Hasson. She reported 
that she and her co-workers would look further into the purchasing of equip- 
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ment and other improvements for the kitchen of the congregation. It was a 
very enjoyable meeting due to the fact that “Judge” Ralph Franco, our able 
attorney, showed his beautiful colored slides from his recent trip to Europe. 





Dr. Isaac Moyal, who is administrative director of the World’s Sephardic 
Federation, made a good will tour of the United States on behalf of the Fed- 
eration to promote Jewish unity. On February 2, 1958, a special meeting was 
held at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Morris Capouya, and the congregation voted 
to become affiliated with the World’s Sephardic Federation. 





In June, 1959, Mrs. Rubin Morris Hanan was elected President of the 
Sisterhood, and one of the major acts of her administration was for the Sis- 
terhood to assume the responsibility for selling ads for and editing the beau- 
tiful Rosh Hashanah issue of the Sephardic Bulletin. Under the able chair- 
manship of Mrs. Frances Capouya, the Sisterhood treasury profited more 
than $2,000.00. The following were appointed to and served on the staff of 
the Bulletin: Mrs. Sarah Shemaria, editor; Mrs. Clara Mussafer, associate 
editor; Rubin Morris Hanan, contributing editor; Mrs. Marie Berlin and Mrs. 
Alice Kleinberg, circulation managers. The committees on business manage- 
ment under the leadership of Mrs. Capouya consisted by Mrs. Julia Hanan, 
Mrs. Jeanette Capouya, Mrs. Jeanette Rousso and Mrs. Sadye Weill. Co- 
workers securing ads were Mrs. Becky Alhadeff, Mrs. Lucy Capilouto, Mrs. 
Rae Capp, Mrs. Selma Capouano, Mrs. Regina Capilouto, Mrs. Felice Cohen, 
Mrs. Jeanette Hanan, Mrs. Joan Hanan, Mrs. Catherine Hanan, Mrs. Rita 
Martin, Mrs. Sara Piha, Mrs. Rae Page, Mrs. Lina Weiss, Mrs. Eleanor Hasson, 
Mrs. Sylvia Capouano, Mrs. Myrtle Cohen, Mrs. Pearl Hasson, and many others 
not mentioned by name here who had to do with the work and who added much 
through their contributions and cooperation. 





On November 15, 1959, Rabbi Israel Shemoni became the spiritual leader 
for the congregation. The Hebrew School enrollment had grown, reaching 29 
children. Rabbi Shemoni planned well the youth activities for the year, and 
they increascd the participation in the Friday night services and the Sab- 
bath’s Junior Congregation Services, these services being held every Saturday 
morning. 


On December 27, 1959, the following students participated in the Hanukah 
Play: Jackie Berns, Albert Capouano, David Capilouto, Ted Cannon, Eli Capi- 
louto, Alise Cohen, Larry Capilouto, Ester Halfon, Ester Hasson, Rachel R. Han- 
nan, Sara Hasson, Morris Rubin Hanan, Leonard Hasson, Rubin Piha, Jean 
Page, Myron Page, Buddy Rousso, Sue Ann Rousso, Clair Weiss, Evie Weill, 
Ellis Weiss, Esther Weill. 





The Chairman of the U.S.O. for the Congregation Etz Ahayem, Mrs. Boly 
Avzaradel, reported on the fine work of the Sisterhood. On Saturday, October 
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14, 1959, the Men’s Club sponsored “The October Birthday Party.” Mrs. Boly 
Avzaradel reported the fine work that Mrs. Esther Varon had accomplished. 





It was with deep regret that in December of 1959 the congregation recorded 
the passing of “La Ermana” Rica Cohen, still active at the age of 104. “La Er- 
mana” Rica was originally from Rhodes, Agean Sea, where she lived for about 35 
years. She resided in Beirut, Syria, for approximately 30 years, and had been 
in Montgomery for 39 years. Ancestors of Mrs. Cohen have also lived to a 
ripe old age. Her grandmother lived to a ripe old age. Her grandmother lived 
to be more than 100 years of age, and her mother was in her 90’s at the 
time of her death. 





The passing of the late Sam Beton, who died in Montgomery, August 29, 
1960, brought great sadness to the community. Mr. Beton was one of those 
rare religious men who was bigger than his reputation. He served for thirteen 
years as treasurer of the congregation and thirty-eight years as Hazan. Those 
who were privileged to work with and participate in the services that he con- 
ducted will always cherish the solemnity of his chants and services, the Bal 
Mitzvah, and his auctioning of the Mitzvah during the High Holidays. 





In the fall of 1960, Don Martin became president of the Congregation for 
the second time. It was under his administration that plans and construction for 
the new edifice were actually completed. The Congregation was indeed fortu- 
nate when Don Martin was brought into the Sephardic family when he mar- 
ried the former Rita Cohen. 


The Congregation in 1961 saw fit to revise the existing Constitution with 
revisions to the physical structure that would serve as a stimulus for future 
progress. 


On February 7, 1961. in a general meeting called by President Don Martin, 
the Amendments were presented and adopted. The basis for the new Constitu- 
tion was to elevate the standard of worship, and activities of the Congrega- 
tion, to make outstanding contributions to the Sephardic Jewish life in its 
community, to maintain a creative educational and communal program, and 
to deepen the loyalty of the Jewish youth to their Torah and Synagogue. It 
was felt at this time that these revisions would insure our Jewish continuity 
with a balanced program of religious, intellectual, and social activities. 


CONGREGATION: 


The names of Mr. Solomon Rousso, Mr. Simon R. Franco, Mr. Eli H. 
Hanan, Mr. David Mussafer, Dr. Morris Capouya, Mr. Sam Beton, Mr. Sol Page 
and Mr. Don Martin continue to appear annually as elected officers, or board 
members, or as workers of the Congregation. 
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The other devoted and faithful officers or laymen of the Congregation also 
deserving honorable mention are: Mr. Eli Cohen, Mr. Eli Capilouto, Mr. David 
Cohen, Mr. David Franco, Mr. Ralph A. Franco, Mr. Simanto Franco, Mr. Joe 
Capilouto, Mr. Raymond Cohen, Mr. Morris Capouano, Mr. Rubin Morris 
Hanan, Mr. Victor E. Hanan, Mr. Morris Rousso, Mr: Al Capp, Dr. Nace Cohen, 
Mr. Paul Weiss, Dr. Isaac Capilouto. The Congregation has been served by 
many able and devoted men. The following men who have given their gift 
of time and executive ability deserve the thanks of the Congregation: 


Honorary Presidents 


*Solomon Rousso *David Mussafer 
Dr. Morris Capouya 


Preidents 
*Mr. Solomon Rousso *Morris Capouano 
Simon R. Franco Sol Page 
Reuben Piha Ralph A. Franco 
*Mr. David Mussafer Isaac E. Cohen 
Jack Hasson Dr. Nace Cohen 
Simanto R. Franco *Don Martin 
Morris R. Franco Rubin Morris Hanan 
Dr. Isaac Capilouto Raymond Cohen 
*Dr. Morris Capouya Rubin Franco 


*Indicates two or more terms. 


Mr. Solomon Rousso, Mr. David Mussafer, Dr. Morris Capouya and Mr. 
Don Martin are credited with the longest tenure as President. 


sPIRITUAL LEADERS 


The first ordained Rabbi to serve the Congregation was Rabbi Raphael 
Abagli. His educational work in his native Isle of Rhodes, preceding his com- 
ing to Montgomery, made him a well known Jewish figure, and under his 
leadership the Talmud Torah was organized and grew steadily. History recorded 
that the first Hazan to serve the Congregation has been Simon R. Franco. 
Spiritual readers, teachers, and rabbis whose names have been recorded who 
served Etz Ahayem are mentioned as follows: 


QO G ma ee ee a ee ee ee 2 ee Simon R. Franco 
DOO met O46 ree ce ee ee ee ee ee ee, Moussani Franco 
pS At een i: f [eee i. ae ie ae Pe Bt De a Joseph Avzaradel 
1938-19402 2 oo ee ss eee Rabbi Raphael Abagli 
1949-195 22-9 fess Baa Ma 22a oe Se eee! Rabbi Elias Levy 
1952 =" 053 san ee ee eee. See Rabbi Raphael Abagli 
1919"= 960 40 a Se eel Cee eee ee Samuel Beton 
1916 = 1951 sore eee eee ee eee Mayer J. Piha 
DS ee se ee ae eee eee Dr. Morris Capouya 
1950-1959 225 8 oe eee te ee oe eee ee Raymond Cohen 
1954's 1955. se ee ee Victor Kerns 
1955 = 195622220 ee ee Mrs. Seymour Atlas 
1956.= 1908 2 2 ee ee ee Mrs. Adina Goldwasser 
pI LY ich ETS epithe iat eWay Doe Bs Rabbi Israel Shemoni 
tS flaca a il Mea el att Fee. Hi at A) Rabbi Solomon Acrish 


The Rabbis were the sole teachers and spiritual leaders of the congregation. 
In addition to the above-mentioned Hazans, readers, teachers, and Rabbis, 
the congregation was fortunate in having the services of Mayer Piha, Behor 
R. Franco, Moussani H. Hanan, and Raymond Cohen, who have conducted the 
services on many occasions. The Congregation tenders grateful thanks to them. 


Chapter V 
A FAITH TO LIVE BY 


Sunday, May 27, 1962, was an historic date which marked what was to 
be the Sephardic Renaissance in the community of Montgomery, Alabama. 
This rebirth of religious learning and reinstatement of ancient traditions took 
place simultaneously with the construction of a new Etz Ahayem Educational 
and Recreational Edifice. 

This dramatic change was brought about by an unselfish congregation who 
open-heartedly supported the cause of strengthening Sephardic Judaism in 
Alabama, of solidifying its position, and of promoting its objectives, because 
this group is the inheritor of the great Sephardic Jewish religious tradition 
which has as its ultimate goal the establishment of the Kingdom of God on 
earth. The Torah the members of this group cherish is a comprehensive guide 
for spiritual living concerned with every aspect of human behavior. 

An initial investment of $67,218.90, building cost, $4,705.52, equipment 
cost and architect’s fee, was presented by the seventy-two members of the 
congregation. This monetary contribution was used for the construction of 
the new building on the corner of Augusta and LeBron streets, which will serve 
as a powerhouse for Jewish learning. 

The amount raised by the Building Fund was $59,600.00. Every member 
satisfactorily met his obligations as set out by the Building Fund Committee. 


Major contributors were: 


David Franco, David Mussafer, David Cohen, Don Martin, Dr. Morris 
Capouya, Dr. I. E. Capilouto, Morris Piha, Rubin A. Franco, Al Capp, Morris 
Rousso, Dr. Nace Cohen. 

All other members contributed generously according to thcir means in a 
satisfactory manner. 

Knowing that the task of undertaking such a responsibility would be dif- 
ficult, President Don Martin and Vice-President Rubin D. Franco, Victor M. 
Hanan, Al Capp, Morris Rousso, and David Cohen and the membership still 
did not hesitate to promote a successful drive to restore the honor and pres- 
tige of Sephardism. The efforts of these few brave people were encouraged 
by the fact that their fathers and grandfathers not many years ago had under- 
taken a similar task which was successful with less means. 


THE SISTERHOOD 


The Congregation has been very fortunate to have had fine members of 
the Sisterhood through the years. The lack of information about these coura- 
geous and fine ladies of Etz Ahayem, causes the author not to have all of 
their names. There was seldom a year that they were not active in the 
affairs of the Congregation. Their interest, loyalty, and genuine sincerity of 
their religious beliefs caused them to be outstanding ladies. 
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Acknowledgment is due those names that are recorded: 


Mrs. B. R. Franco Mrs. Alex Avzaradel 
Mrs. Reuben Piha Mrs. Morris R. Franco 
Mrs. Simon R. Franco Mrs. Simanto Franco 
Mrs. Eli H. Hanan Mrs. Joe Capilouto 
Mrs. Ralph M. Franco Mrs. Murray Weill 
Mrs. David Franco Mrs. Sigmund Segall 
Mrs. David Mussafer Mrs. Rubin Morris Hanan 
Mrs. Isaac Shemaria Mrs. Leon Capelouto 
Mrs. Isaac Capilouto Mrs. Leon Capouano 
Mrs. Leon Galinsky Mrs. Ralph E. Capouya 
Mrs. Morris Piha Mrs. Eli Cohen 


On February 2, 1959, the Sisterhood of Etz Ahayem, during Mrs. Joe Capi- 
louto’s Presidency, voted to remodel the kitchen of the Temple on Sayre Street. 
A total of $900.20 was spent for re-decoration and $635.00 for a 25 cubic foot 
commercial refrigerator (which was later moved into the kitchen of the New 
Temple at Augusta and Lebron Streets). 


The first Sisterhood Adult Education Class was organized by Rabbi Solomon 
Acrish on March 20, 1962. The first meeting of the class was held at the home 
of Mrs. Rubin Franco (Phyliis). 


During the March meeting (1962) under the Presidency of Mrs. Leon 
Capouano, the Sisterhood voted to revise previous rules and make the new 
kitchen strictly “Kosher” and stated that food to be served on Saturday must 
be prepared in the kitchen in advance—No food may be prepared or cooked 
on Saturday in the kitchen. 


On April 3, 1962, the Sisterhood of Etz Ahayem under Mrs. Leon Capouano, 
President, donated $2,537.88 for chairs and ramps for the New Temple; $1,074.32 
toward kitchen equipment; and approximately $900.00 for drapes and carpeting. 


On Sunday, August 13, 1961, special services were held for the ground- 
breaking ceremony of the new edifice of the Congregation at Augusta and 
LeBron Streets. 


The first honors to move the soil went to the oldest member, Simon Franco. 
Mr. Franco said: “I am grateful for having played even a very small part in 
the history of Etz Ahayem. It has been heart-warming to watch the acorn 
grow into a strong sapling and it will be even more inspiring to watch it bloom 
into a giant oak.” The second honor went to Joe Mussafer, the youngest mem- 
ber of the Congregation. He was followed by Don Martin, President, Rubin 
Franco, Vice-President, Dr. Ralph Capouya, Treasurer, Leon Capouano, Sec- 
retary, Morris Rousso and Al Capp, Building Chairmen, and Dr. Morris Capouya, 
Religious Chairman, Rabbi Solomon Acrish, Rabbi Eugene Blachschleger, Rabbi 
Aaron Borow and others. : 


Special tribute to the men and women who founded the Congregation was 
paid by Dr. Morris Capouya, who himself has played an important part in the 
growth of the Congregation. He is one of the three Honorary Presidents who 
served several times as President and the Religious Committee Chairman. 


26 


Dr. Capottya sald in part: “The dominant motives of this ceremony is to 
give thanks and praise to God that He has permitted the descendants of the 
first Spanish speaking Jewish settlers in Montgomery the opportunity to break- 
ground on this momentous occasion.” 

And he continued, ‘More than fifty years ago, these fine people set their 
feet on the shores of America. There they stood with no relatives, unable to 
speak English, absolutely penniless; but they had in their favor a gift from God. 
They had golden hearts and courage, continuing with perseverance, ambition, 
and most important of all, love.” 

“What we are witnessing today, thanks largely to the good sense and the 
selfless efforts of the men and women of Etz Ahayem a belated return to the 
appreciaiton of what our first settlers stood for and what we, their descendants, 
must continue to represent.”’ 


DEDICATION 


The dedication of the new edifice was initiated by a morning service on 
Sunday, May 27, 1962, which took place at the original Sanctuary of the build- 
ing at Sayre Street. The Congregation fondly and reverently chanted the 
ancient and sacred melodies of their forefathers which dated back before the 
Spanish Inquisition. As always the chanting was made more realistic and im- 
pressive with the help of the Hazans Simon R. Franco and Rubin Piha of Atlanta. 
The Ark was opened by President Don Martin and Religious Chairman Morris 
Capouva and the elders of the congregation, David) France, David Cohen, ™. 
Toronto, David) Mussafer, Rubin Me Uanan, Rubin Al Franco, Usrael Tarica, 
Isaac Cohen, Murray Weill, Ralph A. Franco, Morris S. Beton, Morris R. Piha, 
Dr. Isaac Capilouto, Joe Capilouto, Al Israel, and Morris Piha. These members 
were honored by being given the privilege of carrying the Sefers Torah for 
the last time in the old building. Then the Hazans chanted Yemi Adonai and 
Ano-Yo-Shi-Anah and the Sefers were carried by the youth of the congrega- 
fion to the new home. 

The das’s agenda was climaxed when the ‘Torahs was taken to the new 
building and new Sefer Torah covers were placed on them by the present 
Pre-Bar-Mitzvah students, Eli Capilouto, Neilson Capouya, Myron Page and 
Ellis Weiss. The elders announced, ‘Los Sefers sistrino vestidos muevos.” 
The services concluded with the mentioning of the heroic efforts of Solomon 
Rousso, Samuel Beton, Hh Hanan and others. The services could not end with- 
out the special message of Rabbi Solomon Acrish: “If all the heavens were 
parchment, and all the ocean ink, and all the reeds pens, and all the congre- 
gants writers, the achievements and heroism of the founding fathers could 
not. be written down nor could the extent of their merits be told.” 

Half a century unrolled behind us to testify to the same devotion and 
strength we seek to build within ourselves in the days ahead. For the Jews 
who live in this blessed land of the brave, there is even more reason to tune 
their ears to those hopeful tones and to look forward with high hope and 
faith that they shall see their children grow in the faith of their fathers. 

And the minds of the congregants were stirred to remember the great sac- 
rifices of the first settlers, to consider their present thoughts and deeds, and 
to embrace their hope and aspirations to make Etz Ahayem Synagogue a temple 
for devout hearts and upright lives. 

The dedication service was followed by a Sisterhood’s Banquet, which was 
attended by 126 members and friends. Pincus Hasson, acting Master of Cere- 
monies, introduced the first speaker, who was the President of the Congrega- 
tion, Mr. Don Martin. Mr. Martin congratulated Mr. Rubin Franco, the Vice- 
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President and the Building Program Chairman, Victor M. Hanan, Morris Rousso, 
and Al Capp, on a job well done. He also enumerated the many members who 
had donated so much of their time and efforts. He concluded his talk by saying, 
“This is not a celebration of the end of a program; on the contrary, it is the 
beginning of a new dawn of hope for Etz Ahayem.” 


The two sister congregations in Montgomery were each presented with a 
key to the new edifice, with an invitation to use the new building whenever 
they so desired. Accepting for the two congregations were Mr. Gaston Griel 
on behalf of Temple Beth’Or and Mr. Harry Lebowitz on behalf of Agudath 
Israel Synagogue. 

Mrs. Leon Capouano, President of the Sisterhood, all of whom did such 
a fine job of putting on the Dedication Banquet, expressed her appreciation for 
the rewarding experience she had had during the past year. She made special 
mention of several of the ladies who contributed greatly to the year’s success. 

The young but dedicated Rabbi Acrish, said, “Let this edifice be a symbol 
of the efforts and sacrifice of the membership of Etz Ahayem, may it live 
forever.” 

Rabbi Acrish went on to say: 


“The dedication of the new edifice is both u meaningful and a sig- 
nificant ceremony. It is of singular significance in that it represents a new 
milestone in the capability of human accomplishment and determination of 
rightfully and tenaciously insisting upon a retention of their customs, 
religious traditions, and thus their identity. 


“The erection of any structure, social, physical, or religious, results 
from the human necessity of attempting to fulfill certain essential human 
needs. 

“The dedicatory ceremony represents the completion or termination 
of a major victory on the difficult path of progress. In addition, the new 
edifice commemorates the penetrating vision of the founding fathers of 
the Congregation and serves as an humble and modest reminder that the 
American Jew must ever strive for an improved and glorious future.” 


The guest speaker for the evening was visiting Rabbi Abraham J. Mesch 
of Temple Beth’-El of Birmingham, Alabama. The eloquent manner in 
which he presented the thoughts he had to convey, coupled with a very ap- 
propriate choice of subject matter, made a lasting impression on those present. 
His talk served to remind the congregants of their great Sephardic Heritage 
and to reawaken many of them to its new understanding. He was greeted with 
a large ovation, and he closed with an even larger one, which was evidence 
that those present were deeply moved by what he had to say. 

All of Rabbi Mesch’s speech was excellent, but we cannot review it all. 
However, it is good to note in part his reflections: 

“The Sephardic community Etz Ahapem is to be commended for mani- 
festing a spiritual rebirth through the construction of this modest but 
highly significant edifice. The story of Sephardic Jewry in our section 
of the country is one of heroism and courageous pioneering. The handful 
of immigrants that arrived here from the Island of Rhodes and Turkey 
a half a century ago banded together to preserve their identity as a distinct 
group within the Jewish community. The fate of that group experienced 
a series of fluctuations ranging from high enthusiasm to despairing life- 
lessness. It appeared as though the efforts of the pioneers were doomed 
to total oblivion. Bereft of strong spiritual leadership the small group 
began gradually to dissolve into the larger community and thus was pre- 
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pared to shed its uniqueness and distinctiveness. It is largely due to the 
tenacity and resouteness of some of the veterans who were’ able to fire 
the enthusiasm in the hearts of some of the younger generatoin that new 
life was infused into this Sephardic community and the results appeared 
lo be highly successful, This structure is a symbol that Sephardic Jewry 
in Montgomery aims to remain intact, and this is a good omen for the 
future... 

“The Etz Ahayem congregation of Montgomery is singularly fortunate 
in having a man like Rubin Hanan in its midst, a man who is possessed 
of a keen sense of historical research. He is the community recorder par 
excellence. It is remarkable that he is able to collate and arrange the 
historical material of the past and so organize it that it will constitute a 
detailed history for future generations .. . 

“Thus we have the three fold program for Jewish living (love, knowl- 
edge, and commitment). To this program you Sephardics can make sub- 
stantial contributions; drawing upon your rich heritage you can help build 
a greater, more vibrant Judaism in this country. I plead with you to pre- 
serve your distinctiveness and your identity. Your rituals and mores may 
differ from ours, but Judaism has always maintained that there is unity 
in diversity. You have now a young spiritual leader in Rabbi Solomon 
Acrish. Give him your unstinted help, your complete cooperation and loy- 
alty, and work with him toward realizing your goals. I am confident that 
the enthusiasm manifested tonight will not diminish but gain in intensity 
in the years to come. Let love, knowledge, and commitment become your 
guiding principles. This will be the triple-cord which shall never be 
severed.” 


The feelings of all who participated in this service of consecration are 
expressed in these words: 

As we dedicate this edifice to the glory of Thy might, we feel our 
hearts kindled with an eagerness to do good, and to serve our generation 
according to Thy will. 

Behold us, on this solemn occasion, seeking in a common prayer light 
upon our wings and strength within our hearts. 

Implant in us Thy wisdom which will cnable us to see our tasks and 
obligation more clearly and discharge them more faithfully. 

May our hearts expand with pride that our new edifice will help to 
mobilize those great intangible moral and spiritual resources and that 
there may be a rising tide of loyalty and enthusiasm among the young 
people who are ready to enlist as the messengers of Thy Torah. 

Next, we speak as American Jews; we offer thanks, deepest heart-felt 
thanks, for all the tremendous gifts, spifitual and material that You have 
lavished upon Etz Ahayem Congregation. 

Without Your help, Lord, we can do nothing; with You beside us we 
can and we shall do all that must be done. 


The following members participated in the Dedication Service: Joe Capi- 
louto, David Mussafer, Morris Beton, Pinkie Hasson, Dr. I. Capilouto, Sol Piha, 
Rubin Morris Hanan, Al Israel, Murray Weill, David Cohen, Israel Tarica, Leon 
Toranto, Ephraim Toranto, Solomon Tarica (Congo), Joe Tarica, David Franco, 
Morris Rousso, Isaac Cohen, David Capouano, Al Capp, Luna Rubin Piha (At- 
lanta), Gilson Capilouto, Sadye Weill, Sue Israel, Boly Avzaradel, Lina Weiss, 
Sara Piha, Jeanette Capouya, Mrs. Joe Capilouto, Mrs. Sarah Bob Shemaria. 
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Among the children participating in the services were Esther Weil, Marsha 
Weil, Jack Weil, Evie Weil, Emliy Allen, Esther Capp, Debbie Capp, Elliott 
Capp, Elliot Cohen, Alise Cohen, Ellis Hanan, Morris Rubin Hanan, Rachel 
Rose Hanan, Renee Marlyn Hanan, Ellis Weiss, Jack Weiss, Eli Capilouto, 
Larry Capilouto, David Capilouto, Gilson Capilouto, Sue Ann Rousso, Joy 
Rousso, Buddy Rousso, Rebecca Witt, Jack Berns, David Capouya, David Piha, 
Rubin Piha, Gordon Mitchell, David Franco, Harry Witt, Lynn Capouya, Mark 
Franco, Ike Capouano, Myron Page, David Piha, David Capouya. 





The first Bar Mitzvah service to be given in the new Temple was in honor 
of Ellis Weiss, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Weiss. The service took place on 
Thursday, June 28, 1962. It was attended by an overwhelming crowd of people. 





The consummation of sale of the original building on Sayre Street, due 
to some legal technicality, has been delayed. The building was sold for 
$27,500.00 to the Pentecostal Holiness Church. 





On Monday evening, July 9, 1962, the Congregation of Etz Ahayem elected 
the following officers for the 1962-63 year: President, Mr. Rubin Franco; Vice 
President, Dr. Ralph Capouya; Treasurer, Mr. Wolfe Berns; Secretary, Mr. Joe 
Mussafer; Board of Directors, Mr. Leon Capouano, Mr. David Franco, Mr. Rubin 
Morris Hanan, and Mr. Morris Rousso; Don Martin, Past President. 

A gavel was pesented to the outgoing President, Mr. Don Martin, for two 
years of outstanding accomplishments along with a Certificate of Devotion 
as a good Sephardic. The certificate reflects his having manifested unusually 
high devotion and regard for the heritage, principles, and teachings of Sephardic 
Jewry, and recognizes his tireless efforts in elevating the Sephardic Jewish 
Community in Montgomery during his term of office. 





SUNDAY EVENING, MAY 27, 1962, AT THE BANQUET IN HONOR OF 
THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE NEW BUILDING 


Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Franco, Mr. and Mrs. Vicor Franco, Mrs. Regina 
Arogetti, Mrs. Louisa Galante, and Janos and Mrs. Faye Mitchell of Atlanta, 
Ga.; Mr. and Mrs. Sol Tarica and daughter from South Africa; Mr. and Mrs. 
Leon Toronto, from Birmingham; Mrs. Esther Habib, Africa. 


The existing 1962 Officers and Members of Etz Ahayem Congregation: 

Rabbi Solomon Acrish; Alhadeff, Isaac; Alhadeff, Saul (Becky); Allen, Mr. 
and Mrs. Nace (Fanny); Aronov, Hilliard (Hazel); Avzaradel, Alex (Boly); 
Berns, Wolfe (Clara); Berlin, Felix (Marie); Beton, Morris S.; Beton, Morris 
Ralph; Beton, Mrs. Ned; Beton, Mrs. Sam (Leah); Capeloto, Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
(Judy); Capeloto, Mr. and Mrs. David (Victoria); Capeloto, Mr. and Mrs. Leon 
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(lucy); Capiloulo, Mrs. Eli (Gilso); Capilouto, Dr. and Mrs. I. E. (Regina); 

Capilouto, Joe (Corinne); Capp, Albert; Capouano, Mr. and Mrs. David 
(Selma); Capouano, Leon (Sylvia); Capouya, Albert; Capouya, Mrs. Eli (Launa); 
Capouuya, Dr. Morris (Jeannette); Capouya, Dr. Ralph (Frances); Cohen, David 
(Matilda); Cohen, Mrs. Eli (Allegra); Cohen, Raymond; Cohen, I. E. (Felice); 
Cohen, Dr. Nace (Myrtle); Cohen, V. I. (Matilda); Dale, Morris; Dana, Mrs. 
E. J.; Feinstein, Dr. and Mrs. Jack (Ruby); Franco, Mr. and Mrs. Edward (Reita)s 

Franco, Herman; Franco, Ralph; Franco, Mr. and Mrs. David (Olga); Franco, 
Mrs. Abraham (Hazel); Franco, Mr. and Mrs. Isaac (Matilda); Franco, Rubin 
(Phyllis); Franco, Sam (Rachel); Franco, Mr. and Mrs. Simanto (Zelda); Halfon, 
Mrs. Jack (Rachel); Hanon, Mr. Bernard; Hanan, Mrs. Eli (Deanna); Hanan, 
Mrs. Morris (Rachel); Hanan, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph (Sue); Hanan, Pichord 
(Jeanette); Hanan, Rubin M. (Julia); Hanan, Mr. Rubin N.; 

Hanan, Victor E. (Joan); Hanan, Mr. and Mrs. Victor M. (Katherine): 
Hasson, Isaac; Hasson, Mr. and Mrs. Israel (Sarah); Hasson, Leon; Hasson, 
Mr. and Mrs. ‘Max (Eleanor); Hasson, Meyer; Hasson, P. R. (Pearl); Israel, Al 
(Sue); Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Don (Rita); Mezrah, Mr. and Mrs. Morris (Allegra}; 
Mussafer, David (Clara); Mussafer, Joe (Charlotte); Mussafer, Maurice (Peggy); 
Page, Sol (Rae); Piha, Mr. anl Mrs. Joe (Ruth); 

Piha, Morris (Sarah); Pinto, Mrs. Julia; Rousso, Morris (Jeanette); Rousso, 
Mrs. Solomon (Ida); Shemaria, Bob (Sarah); Tarica, Israel (Esther); Toranto, 
Ephriam (Victoria); Varon, Mr. and Mrs. David (Sarah); Varon, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tsane (Matilda); Varon, Mr. and Mrs. Morris (Esther); Varon, Nace (Marion); 
Varon, Mrs. Sol (Suzanna); Weill, Murray (Sadye); Weiss, Paula (Lina); 
Witt, Ben (Pauline). 

Other Sisterhood members: Callahan, Mrs. Gerald; Schulwolf, Mrs. Max; 
Segall, Mrs. Sigmund. iy 


SISTERHOOD OF CONGREGATION ETZ AHAYEM 





OFFICERS 
President] o.oo te Ee age | tere 2 there Mrs. Frances Capouya 
Ist Vice. President2. 2 Y= aes eee | eee ee ated Mrs. Pearl Hasson 
2nd. Vice President... Sakae ett dee tt wate St ened _ aoe ot Lina Weiss 
Recording Secretary ‘ = ANE a ee EO arent aoe .. .. Judy Capeloto 
Corresponding Secretary Ree ee SY 2, We TN reek Se _____.__-Katherine Hanan 
Treasurer oh 28) a) ee ae ee ee es ee ate ape eS le tor Marie Berlin 
Financial: Secretaty. 2. =~. 4 82 oe” eee en SEN Bree ery): Jeanette Rousso 
Past President. 20 2 an Stee ee! eet TY wey Sylvia Capouano 
Advisers=. = 20s ee Sylvia Capouano, Gilso Capilouto, Sadye Weill, Sara Piha 


From The Alabama Journal 
Saturday, September 15, 1962 


SPANISH SPEAKING JEWISH GROUP TO CELEBRATE 
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 


The 50th anniversary of the founding of the Spanish-speaking Jewish 
congregation of Montgomery will be observed Friday, Sept. 8, beginning with 
sunset, which will be. at 6:15 p.m. The membership of Etz Ahayem Sephardic 
Jewish - - Congregation. of Montgomery located at the corner of Augusta and 
Lebron, streets. will enter. the portals of the new temple to take spiritual in- 
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ventory recurs as they begin the New Year observance. 

The beginning of the religious year 5723 will be Observed with prayers, 
hymns and meditations being conducted in the home dealing with the need to 
make greater use throughout the year of the God-given power to improve the 
ethical caliber of human conduct. 

The ten-day period of spiritual stock taking extends from Rosh-Hashanah, 
the New Year, to Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, Oct. 8; at evening and 
morning of Rosh Hashanah services and All Day Yom Kippur devotions. Rabbi 
Solomon Acrish assisted by the Rev. Sam R. Franco, who will celebrate his 
50 consecutive years of service to the congregation, will stress the theme of 
penitence and regeneration. 

On Rosh-Hashanah and Yom Kippur, the shofar or ram’s horn will be 
sounded by Dr. Morris Capouya, as a call to conscience. 

Today, on large sloping grounds in the Normandale section of Montgomery 
stands a new temple—a monument to the pioneers of the Sephardic Jewish 
Community of Montgomery who came to this city to find opportunity and 
freedom. 


GIFT OF LIVE 


In keeping with the ancient and sacred Jewish custom of adorning a new 
house of worship with symbolic religious treasures, many of the members 
have memorialized their loved ones by generously donating the following 
vestments for the Temple: 


For the Sanctuary 


Mrs. Alegre Cohen, the Main Eternal Light. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Cohen, The Ark of Law. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rubin Morris Hanan, a wall Menorah. 

Mr. and Mrs. Felix Berlin, a wall Menorah. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Mussafer, a Lectern and Book of Life. 
The Capilouto Family, two Lecterns. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Capouano, an Altar Chair. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rubin Franco, one Altar Chair. 

Mrs. Beulah Owen, two Sefer Torah Covers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sol Page, one Sefer Torah Cover. 

Mrs. E. J. Dana, one Sefer Torah Cover. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Franco, donated a Class Room. 

Mr. Morris Beton and Mrs. Leah Beton, donated a Class Room. 
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Cohen, a Memorial Plaque. 

Mr. and Mrs. T. Toronto, one Hanukah Menorah. 


Chapel 


The Capouano Family, one Eternal Light. 
The Eli Cohen Family, The Ark. 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Martin, 25 chairs. 


Chapter VI 
THE PROMISE OF THE FUTURE 


This brochure is a record of the dreams and hopes and achievements of 
the founding Fathers of Etz Ahayem Congregation of Montgomery, Alabama. 
They who are privileged to celebrate the Golden Anniversary and the 


dedication of Etz Ahayem’s new edifice on the corner of Augusta and: LeBron 
Streets are proud of the pioheer fathers, who in 1912 banded themselves to- 
gether bravely and courageously to organize a new congregation. This desire 
was derived from a need to worship freely Almighty God, from a wish for a 
successful drive to restore and resuscitate Sephardic-Jewish life in Mont- 
gomery, and from the need for education and knowledge of the Hebrew feu 
guage and the Hebrew Prayers for the children. 

Today in the midst of our rejoicing at the Golden Anniversary and aedica 
tion of the new edifice, let us pause for one moment to ask themselves what 
the future of Etz Ahayem will be. Has their congregation fulfilled its obliga- 
tion. responsibility, and destiny? Can this generation uphold, protect, and 
preserve the sweet'and rich tradition of Sephardic-Judaism? 

Etz-Ahayem Congregation has reached a’ new milestone. They are willing 
to admit that we are living in perplexing times. They of the great Jewish 
Community of America are fortunate in that we have rich personal freedom 
and that they can live by the faith and hallowed traditions of our forefathers. 
The founders of Etz Ahayem were men and women endowed with vision, wis- 
dom, and religious zeal to establish a Synagogue for the worship of God ‘and 
to serve the religious needs of man. 

They build well who work: and strive for the generations in the future, 
who see life as a deathless ascent to a glorious tomorrow. 

The Author 


PROGRAM FOR 50th ANNIVERSARY 
BANQUET 


Prélude-** 2 _ = oo eae eee ee ee ee “God Bless America” 
P. R. Hasson, Choirmaster 
The Congregation 


Invocation 3." Se a ee, eee Rebel Aaron Born 
Congregation Agudath Israel 


Welcome__._..-_— ..-..... .Rubin Franco, President 
Toastmaster____.. ___.....-.....-------..._Don Martin, Past President 
Greetings_____- __.....Mrs. Ralph Capouya, President, Sisterhood 
Address: 

The Backgroun dand Resources of the 

History Of Etz Ahavem 22 2 oe Rubin Morris Hanan 
Presentation of Gold Bound Books__.__-_...... ... -.... Don Martin 
Greetings: 5 4.23 ees oe eta ee Rabbi Solomon Acrish 

_Etz Ahayem 


Lighting of the Candles 
Films and Slides of Dedication Banquet______ Felix Berlin 
Joe Capilouto 
Dr. Morris Capouya 


BCTCOIC WON ate ee a ee = en ee Dr. Eugene Blachschleger 
Rabbi, Temple Beth-Or 
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